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Jacques Philippe Villeré Papers
1813-1815
MSS 14
106 Items

Jacques Philippe Villeré, New Orleans planter, commanded the
First Division of the Louisiana State Militia as Major-
General during the War of 1812, and served as Governor of
Louisiana from 1816-1820. The collection consists of
correspondence and official communications concerning the
defense of New Orleans in 1814-1815, particularly the
obstruction of Bayous Terre-aux-Boeufs and of special
interest are letters treating the arrest, examination and
release of suspected British spies: 1letters on the
possibility of British-incited slave revolts; and T.
Robertson’s letter against Anglo-American wartime trade.
Also included in the collection are military roster reports,
returns for provisions, and receipts for prisoners-of-war.

Folder 1 1813 Sept. 12 A. LaNeuville, New Orleans, to
Major General Villeré, 1st Division of the
Militia, acting as intermediary for the
absent Governor. Postscript describes
vigilance resulting from an alert of a
possible insurrection by “Negroes”.
French, 1 item.

Folder 2 1813 Oct. 1 , New Orleans, to Mr.
Adjutant General, asking his support and
300 guns against a possible insurrection.
French. Attached is:

1813 Oct. 1 , New Orleans, to General,
requesting that 50 guns be sent to Colonel
Arnaud.
French 1 item.
Folder 3 1813 Oct. 16 Jean Baptiste Labatut, New

Orleans, to General Jacques Villerai [sicl],
lst Division, Militia of Louisiana, at his
plantation, regarding the resignation of
Colonel Dgquel. Pouligny, Commandant, 4th
Regiment, and suggesting Major Geo. W.
Morgan as his successor.

French. 1 item.

Folder 4 1813 Oct. 19 Capt. Jan bauptis Jourdain; E.V.
Jourdain, Sgt. Major; Edmond Argote,
Sergt.; Julien Britet, 2d Sergt.; Louis
Lelauf; Gilbert Derlucbauf; Michel Marguot,
2nd Lieut.; Jn. Bte. Benite, Lieut., New
Orleans, to his excellency J. Villeré,
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Major General, 1lst division, Militia of
Louisiana, asking to be renamed the Company
of “Chasseurs” of the 1lst Brigade.

French. 1 item.

Dec. 25 Thos. B. Robertson, Washington
City, to Dear Sir, on the election of
officers in the Regiments assigned to
Louisiana; Congressional action terminating
the sale of supplies or goods to the
British; and such speculations as to the
military or economic effects of such laws.
1 item

Aug. 8 A. LaNeuville, Adjt. Genl., New
Orleans, to Major General Villeré, Cbte
d’Enbas, requesting his participation in a
meeting called by the Governor to discuss
Public Affairs.

French. 1 item.

Aug. 12 Jn. Bte. Labatut, New Orleans, to
Major General Villeré, Comm., 1lst Division,
Militia of Louisiana, New Orleans,
acknowledging receipt of orders and
relating his execution of them.

French. 1 item.

Aug. 12 , New Orleans, to General,
advising that all troops and especially
Cavalry stand ready to deal with possible
riots excited by the British among slaves.
French. 1 item.

Aug. 15 Stephen A. Hopkins, Brigadier
Genl., 2d Brigade, Donaldsonville, to Major
General Jaques Villeré, 1st Division, New
Orleans, acknowledging receipt of orders
and asking if his men should proceed to New
Orleans alone.

1 item.

Aug. 16 , from my plantation, to
Monsieur le Gouverneur, concerning the
inability of the Militia to agree on
electing officers, apparently from
inequitable conditions.

French. Copy. 1 item.

Aug. 29 S. LaNeuville, Adjutant General,
New Orleans, to Monsieur Villeré, on his
plantation, on choosing a Major for the 2d



Folder

Folder

Folder

Folder

Folder

Folder

Folder

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1814

1814

1814

1814

1814

1814

1814

Battalion.
French. 1 item.

Aug. 30. A. LaNeuville, New Orleans, to
Monsieur Villeré, Major General, on his
plantation, Cbéte d’Enbas, cover letter to
General Orders refusing to accept
resignations from the Militia and
establishing lotteries where necessary to
insure full Militia companies.

French. 1 item.

Aug. 30 , New Orleans, to Mr.
Charles Perret, Major, 5th regiment of
Militia in Louisiana, promoting him to 2nd
Battalion Commander.

French. 1 item.

Sept. 4 Charles Perret, Major, Cbte des
Allmands, to Maj. General Jacques Villeret
[sic], Comm., 1lst Division, Militia of
Louisiana, Cte. New Orleans, declining the
appointment as 2nd Battalion Commander due
to family illness and the demands of the
harvest season.

French. 1 item.

Sept. 19 , New Orleans, to Dear
General, asking him to appeal to the
inhabitants of the Terre-aux-Boeufs region
to keep him informed of any enemy
movements, and authorizing him to pay two
reliable men as scouts.

French. 1 item.

Sept. 20 P. Allard, St. Bernard, to Mr.
Villeré, Major General of the Militia, on
his plantation, assuring him of news in
case of enemy infiltration in that area,
and touching on local distaste for the U.S.
Government.

French. 1 item.

Sept. 21 J. Toutant, Terre-aux-Boeufs, to
Mr. Jacques Villeré, at his plantation,
promising to keep him informed of all that
occurs in the Parish, and to attempt to
discover any English infiltrators.

French. 1 item.

Sept. 22 P. Allard, St. Bernard, to Mr. J.
Villeré, on his plantation, on the
organization of house patrols in the
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Parish, and the possibility of British
artillery invading via Bayou-aux-Boeufs.
French. 1 item.

Oct. 4 P. Allard and J. Toutant, St.
Bernard Parish, to Mr. J. Villeré, Major
General, on his plantation, on the
inability of the Parish to make a strong
defense unaided against an enemy invasion
from the lakes or the bayous.

French. 1 item.

Oct. 19 , New Orleans, to Mr. Elig.
Fromentin, Senator to Congress, on the
progress of the war, the necessity of
Federal aid for the defense of Louisiana,
and the infiltration of British Spies to
incite slave revolts.

French. 1 item.

Oct. 19 , New Orleans, to Mr. Thomas
Boling Robertson, on American victories in
the North.

French. 1 item.

Dec. 18 , from my plantation, to the
Governor, acknowledging receipt of his
orders and announcing his arrival in town
with militiamen the next day.

French. 1 item.

Dec. 18 , from my plantation, to
Monsieur, announcing his receipt of orders
from the Governor to block Bayou Terre-aux-
Boeufs.

French. 1 item.

Dec. 20 David B. Morgan, Brig. General,
Draft Militia, to Major General J. Villeré,
Commanding 1lst Division, Louisiana Militia,
explaining that six recruits of Villeré’s
have been employed by Morgan to help a
scouting party ordered by General Andrew
Jackson.

1 item.

Dec. 21 David B. Morgan, English Turn, to
Major-General J. Villeré, alerting him of a
bayou providing sufficient depth for an
enemy invasion and landing, and the
advisability of drafting three “suspicious
characters” to prevent their communicating
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with the British.
1 item.

Dec. 26 Sam’l. W. Co , German Coast,
to B. Trudeau, Esqg., on the falsity of a
rumor that the British had landed at Chef
Montour; verso, description in French of a
courier system in South Louisiana at points
vulnerable to attack.

1 item.

Jan. 2 M.B. Brount, Aid-de-Camp, Camp
Morgan, to Mr. André, at his plantation,
informing him that he is no longer under
Brount'’s command, but that of Major General
Villeret [sic] due to General Jackson'’s
orders.

1 item.

Jan. 4 A. LaBranche, Col., Comm. the 5th
Regiment of the Militia, St. Charles
Parish, to Major-General Jacques Villeré,
Comm. 1lst Division, Camp Dupré, reporting
on the number of Negroes sent by the
inhabitants and requisitioned by General
Jackson for the defense against the
British.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 6 Hon. A.D. Tureaud, Parish Judge
of St. James Parish, to Capt. Sosthene
Roman, to arrest four suspects by order of
General Jackson.
French. Copy. Attached is:

S. Roman, Captain Commanding, to
Mr. A.D. Tureaud, Judge, on the arrest,
examination and release of the four

suspects.
French. Copy. 1 item.
Jan. 6 Stephen A. Hopkins, Brig. Genl.,

Camp Dupré, to Major-Genl. Villeré,
acknowledging receipt of an assessment of
the men, arms and munitions at his

disposal.
French. 1 item.
Jan. 7 J. J. Bonneval Latrobe, Engineer,

Camp Dupré, to Major-Genl. Villeré, Comm.,
lst Division of the Militia, asking for men
to help carry out Jackson’s orders for
retrenchment “with the utmost speed.”
French. 1 item.
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Jan. 7 Robert Butler, Adj. Genl. HQ 7th
M. District, New Orleans, to Genl. Villery
[sic], La. Militia, commanding him to send
all available men to Brig. Genl. Morgan.

1 item.

Jan. 8 A. D. Tureaud, St. James Parish,
to Capt. René Trudeau, Comm., Dragoons, St.
Charles Parish, a detailed account of the
sighting and arrest -- and disavowing
responsibility for the release -- of four
men suspected of being British spies.
French. 1 item.

Jan. 9 Lewis Livingston, Asst. Engineer,
Camp Macarty, to Major Genl. Villeré, Madm.
Dupré’s Canal, alerting him of the probable
approach of over 100 Negroes, runaways from
the Battle, and charging him to return that
number.

1 item.

Jan. 10 Jno. R. Grymes, Aid-de-camp,
Hdgtrs., 7th Military District, to Major-
Genl. Villeré, Comm., Camp Dupré, asking
him to convey the bearer, carrying a
dispatch to General Morgan, across the
river.

1 item.

Jan. 11 H. Chotard, Asst. Adj. Genl.,
Camp Near Orleans, to General Villerie
[sic]l, Hdgtrs., 7th M. District, directing
him to send the prisoners-of-war in his
charge to New Orleans.

1 item.

Jan. 14 Wm. S. Watkins, Major Comt., Camp
Dupré, to Major Genl. Villeré, asking a
short leave from camp due to illness,
Narcisse Landry to assume his place.

1 item.

Jan. 18 Maj. Lebeuf, Fourche, to Major
Général Villerey [sic], 1lst Division,
Militia, New Orleans, on General Hopkin'’s
requisition of a cavalry company to protect
Lafourche from British attack, and on his
men’s theft of livestock from local
inhabitants.

French. 1 item.
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Jan. 19 Robert Butler, Adjutant General,
below Orleans, Jackson’s lines, to Majr.
Genl. Villery I[sic]l, Headgtrs., 7th
Military District, asking a report on the
number, condition and state of arms of his
troops.

1 item.

Jan. 91 Stephen A. Hopkins, Camp
Jourdain, to Major-Genl. Villeré, Camp
Dupré, asking for clarification of
Villeré’s and Jackson’s orders.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 20 Stephen A. Hopkins, Camp Dupré,
to Maj. Genl. Villeréé [sic], Camp Dupré,
cover letter for report of men and arms at
camp.

1 item.

Jan. 20 Robert Butler, Adjutant General,
Near Orleans, to Major General Villery
[sic], Louisiana Militia, 7th Military
District, telling him to stand by for
orders to march and to immediately send a
tally of his men.

1 item.

Jan. 20 General Maurin, Camp Dupré, to
Major General Villeré, Camp Dupré, cover
letter for report on the number of men
detached to Fort Léon.

French. 1 item.

Jan 21 Capt. M. Andry to Maj. General
Villeré, asking that his men assigned to
patrols be allowed to assemble regularly
from their homes rather than live away from
them.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 21 H. Butler, 7th Military District,
New Orleans, to Maj. General Villeré
instructing him to put 50 men at the
disposal of Colonel De La Rond for an
expedition down Bayou Bienvenue, possibly
to recover slaves feared taken by the
British.

1 item.

Jan. 23 H. Chotard, Adj. Genls. Office,
New Orleans, to Major General Villery
[sic], Headquarters, 7th M. District, to
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order John Goldenbon to report to
Headquarters for orders.
1 item.

Jan. 25 Robert Butler, New Orleans, to
Major General Villery [sic], Camp,
instructing him to employ General Morgan'’s
Troops.

1 item.

Jan. 29 Cap™. Laloire, to Monsieur
Villeré, Major General of the Militia in
Louisiana, New Orleans, on his orders to
arrest any militiamen refusing to move.
French. 1 item.

Jan. 29 Stephen A. Hopkins,
Donaldsonville, to General Villerie [sic],
New Orleans, on desertion and the state of
his forces, and requesting arms and
ammunition for them.

1 item.

Feb. 1 Capt. Laloire to M. Villeré,
Major General, New Orleans, on the
smallness of his forces and the lack of
cooperation he met with in trying to
assemble militiamen.

French. 1 item.

Feb. 1 Capt. Laloire to M. Villeré,
Major General, New Orleans, asking if he
should proceed as ordered with only a small
force.

French. 1 item.

Feb. 3 Stephen A. Hopkins, Camp
Lafourche, to Major - Genl. J. Villerrée
[sic], New Orleans, on his need for
provisions and rumored British
reinforcements at “1’isle aux Vaisseaux.”
French. 1 item.

Feb. 3 Extract from a letter by Capt. L.
LeBourgeois to “General.”
French. Copied, identified and signed by

Stephen A. Hopkins. 1 item.
Feb. 8 H. Butler, New Orleans, to Major
Genl. Villerie [sic], on the delivery of

arms and ammunition to General Hopkins on
the LaFourche.
1 item.
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Feb. 10 H. Chotard, New Orleans, to H.
Quarters, 7th M. District, authorizing Mr.
Latrobe to requisition six carpenters from
the 3rd Regiment.

1 item.

Feb. 12 Stephen A. Hopkins, LaFourche, to
Major General Villerie [sic], New Orleans,
on his need for provisions.

1 item.

Feb. 13 Stephen A. Hopkins, LaFourche, to
Major General Villerie [sic], requesting
provisions for his troops.

1 item.

Feb. 15 Louis Landry, Camp LaFourche, to
Major General Villerie [sic], New Orleans,
acknowledging receipt of arms and
ammunition.

French. 1 item.

Feb. 15 A. LaNeuville, New Orleans, to
Major General Villeré, instructing him to
form companies, battalions and regiments;
to appoint officers and to submit reports.
1 item.

Feb. 16 A. LaBranche, St. Charles Parish,
to Major General Villeré, New Orleans, on
the contradiction of orders from General
Jackson by orders form Major Reynolds.
French. 1 item.

Feb. 16 Robert Butler, New Orleans, to
Major General Villerey [sic], on General
Hopkin’s troops lack of supplies, arms and
ammunition for the defense of LaFourche.

1 item.

Jan. 24-Feb. 16 Jacques Villeré, to and
from Robert Butler, Jos. Johnson, M. Andry,
Lavergne, Eloi Haché, Andrew Jackson, M.
Davis, D. de la Ronde, J.C. Given, Laloire,
Stephen A. Hopkins, A. LaBranche, H.
Chotard, H. Butler, William C. C.
Claiborne, A. LaNeuville, J. B. Labatut and
Louis Landry, and from Lavergne to
Duverges, on and ordering movements of
troops, provisions, on desertion and
arrest, continued vigilance and prisoners
of war.

French and English. 1 item.
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Feb. 18 Stephen A. Hopkins, LaFourche, to
Major General Villerie [sic], New Orleans,
on the problem of desertion among his
troops.

1 item.

Feb. 27 Maurin, Camp LaFourche, asking
that Mr. Armant give General Villeré
account of the “unhappy position” of the
inhabitants.

French. 1 item.

Mar. 1 , New Orleans, to Genl.
Stephen A. Hopkins, Headquarters, 7th M.
Dist.,

French. Copy, for:

Feb. 25 [Genl. Jackson], New Orleans, to
Hopking, LaFourche, charging him to protect
that area.

Copy. 1 item.

Carlier d’'Outrement, Judge of
Ascension Parish, to Monsieur Rene Trudeau,
St. Charles, on his examination and release
of four men arrested as British spies.
French. 1 item.

to The Governor, asking if

men must be drawn by ballot from the State
Militia to furnish the national

government’s quota of recruits for the war.

1 item.

Public Announcement by Colonel de
la Ronde praising the 3rd Regiment of the
State Militia for its role in the defense
of New Orleans from British invaders.
French. 1 item.

Statement on the value of slaves
at private, estate, and sheriff’s sales in
1813k,1814,1815 and 1818. Attached note
states that P. Derbigny accepts Carlisle
Pollock’s estimation of the value of slaves
in 1815.

1 item.

Sept. 23 Resolution of Public Security
Measures adopted by the inhabitants of the
lst Senatorial District, establishing
civilian district patrols.

French. 1 item.
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1815 Jan. 3 Report by Paul Arnaud, Brigade

1815

1815

1815

1815

1815
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Commandant, and Stephen A. Hopkins,
Brigadier General, compiled from the
reports of Major Watkins and Major Favrot,
on the officers and men present in the 2nd
Brigade, 1lst Division, La. Militia.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 5 Muster Report by Paul Arnaud,
Brigade Commandant, and Stephen A. Hopkins,
Brigadier General, compiled from the
reports of Major Watkins and Major Favrot,
on the officers and men present in the 2nd
Brigade, 1lst Division, La. Militia.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 5 Report listing the guns,
cartouches and flints needed by the 2nd
Brigade, 1lst Division at Camp Dupré. Signed
by Paul Arnaud, Major Brigadier.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 5 Report listing the guns,
cartouches, and flints needed by the 2nd
Brigade, 1lst Division at Camp Dupré. Signed
by Paul Arnaud and Stephen A. Hopkins,
Brigadier General.

French. 1 item.

Jan 10 Muster Report listing the
Officers, non-commissioned Officers and
cavalrymen composing the Pointe Coupée
Cavalry. Signed by Zenon LeDoux, Captain.
French. 1 item.

Jan. 10 Report of the Forces at Camp
Dupré, listing the Captains and giving the
number of their men. Signed by Wm.
Watkins, Major Commandant.

1 item.

Jan. 11 Authorization by Lavergne for
Felix Forstall to deliver 23 prisoners-of-
war; verso, Receipt signed by Robert
Lester, Ward Master, G. Hospital, for the
prisoners.

1 item.

Jan. 11 Order for Lt. Lareche to
transport eleven war prisoners to New
Orleans, by Forstall. Verso, Receipt by
Robt. Lester, Ward Master, G. Hospital, for
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the prisoners.
French. 1 item.

Jan. 15 Morning Report of the Louisiana
Militia under Major Wm. Watkins.
1 item.

Jan. 16 Order by J. Forstall for Captain
Narcisse Landry to command Camp Dupré
during Major Watkin’s sickness.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 17 Morning Report of the Louisiana
Militia under the Command of Major-General
Villeré.

1 item.

Jan. 17 Morning Report of the Louisiana
Militia under the command of Capt. Narcisse
Landry.

1 item.

Jan. 18 Morning Report of the Louisiana
Militia under the Command of Capt. Narcisse
Landry.

1 item.

Jan. 19 Roll listing the Officers, non-
commissioned Officers and Cavalrymen of the
Pointe Coupée Cavalry under Captain Zenon
LeDoux.

French. 1 item.
Jan. 20 Return stating the forces
stationed at Camp Dupré.

1 item.
Jan. 20 Report of the forces under Major

DeFavrot at Camp Dupré, listing the
captains and stating the numbers of their
men. Signed by L. de Favrot.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 20 Report of the forces of the 2nd
Regiment under Col. Z. Caucher, listing the
Captains and stating the numbers of their
men. Signed Jos. Porié, Adijt.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 20 Report listing the Officers, non-
commissioned Officers and Cavalrymen of the
Pointe Coupée Cavalry at Camp Dupré under
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Capt. Comm. LeDoux.
French. 1 item.

Jan. 20 Morning Report of the Louisiana
Militia under the command of Captain
Narcisse Landry.

1 item.

Jan. 22 Report of the first Regiment of
Louisiana Militia under the command of Col.
Dejean at Camp Dupré, listing the Captains
and stating the numbers of their men.

1 item.

Jan. 23 Report of the forces under the
command of Col. Cavelier at Camp Villéré,
listing the Captains and giving the numbers
of their men. Signed by Jos. Porié.

French. 1 item.

Jan. 23 Report of the first Regiment of
Louisiana Militia under the command of Col.
Dejean at Camp Villeré, listing the
Captains and stating the numbers of their
men.

1 item.

Jan. 24 Report of the 1lst Regiment of
Louisiana Militia under the command of Col.
Dejean at Camp Villeré, listing the
Captains and stating the numbers of their
men.

1 item.

Jan 28 List of Men stationed at
Donaldsonville from the 2nd Brigade,
describing how they are armed. Signed by
Paul Arnaud.

French. 1 item.

Jan List of Statements signed by Paul
Arnaud, Favrot, Hopkins, Jgque. Villeré&, Wm.
Watkins and Narcisse Landry, and the dates

of these.

French. 1 item.

Feb. 3 Statement by Lt. St. Martin,
commandant of the 2nd Company, 6th
Regiment, Camp Donaldsonville, concerning
the capture and exchange of Diego
Gouralles.

French. 1 item.
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Official Document by which
Captains Joagn. Losano, C. Peyroux, F.
Delabothrie, Lespinasse, Jm. Tessier,
Maunsel White, Jn. Bte. Benite, Josef
Castanedo, A. Villamille, G. M. Plicque,
and Toledano offer their troops in defense
of the City.

French. 1 item.
Jan. 1 Forage Return for Col. Robert
Butler’s horses, and receipt for grain.

1 item.
Jan. 1 Forage Return for Col. Robert
Butler’s horse, and receipt for grain.

1 item.
Jan. 4 Return for a tent for the use of

Major de Favrot, 2d Battalion, Camp Dupré&,
and signed by him.
1 item.

Jan. 11 Return for ammunition for the
detachment of the 2nd Brigade, Louisiana
Militia, at Camp Dupré.

1 item.

Jan. 11 Return for iron cooking utensils
for use by Camp Dupré.
1 item.

Jan. 30 Provisions request for supplies
for Camp Hopkins by Stephen A. Hopkins,
Brig. Genl. Commndg.

1 item.
Feb. 9 Return and receipt for one iron
pot and other ware by Lt. Bienvenu.
Copy. 1 item.
Feb. 12 Return for arms and ammunition by

Stephen A. Hopkins, HeadQuarters,
LaFourche, for the 2nd Brigade, Louisiana
Militia.

1 item.



