











ACQUISITIONS

Tue Historic New
ORLEANS COLLECTION
encourages research in the
Williams Research Center
at 410 Chartres Street from
9:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday
(except holidays). Cataloged materials
available to researchers include books,
manuscripts, paintings, prints, draw-
ings, maps, photographs, and artifacts
about the history and culture of New
Oirleans, Louisiana, and the Gulf South.
Each year The Collection adds thou-
sands of items to its holdings. Though
only selected gifts are mentioned here,
the importance of all gifts cannot be
overstated.  Prospective donors are
invited to contact the authors of the

acquisitions columns.

CURATORIAL

For the fourth quarter of 2006
(October—December), there were 14
acquisitions, totaling 94 items.

B Juanita Elfert, an art and antiques
dealer in the French Quarter in the
20th century, was well known for her
knowledge of Louisiana art and furni-
ture. In an article about Elfert written
for the spring 1997 Quarterly, fine-arts
consultant George E. Jordan noted,
“[Juanita Elfert] could spot a phony a
mile away or find the jewel in the junk
pile faster than anyone else.” Joining
The Collection’s other holdings related
to Elfert is a portrait of the collector
and dealer attributed to Miriam Bar-
ranger and donated by Mr. and Mrs.
Edwin Angel.

B Jean Baptiste Trapolin built the
property at 718 Toulouse, now the
Williams Residence house museum, in
1889. For many years, his descendents
have donated items to The Collection
pertaining to their ancestral history.
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Portrait of Collette Heldner by Knute Heldner, 1930s (2007.72)

The family’s most recent gift is a 1989
George Schmidt portrait of E Win-
ter Trapolin, Jean-Baptiste Trapolin’s
grandson, in his naval uniform.

B The Collection has acquired a rare
portrait by Knute Heldner, an artist
known for his bayou scenes and French
Quarter architectural renderings. Dat-
ing from the 1930s, the work depicts
Heldner’s wife, Collette, in the com-
pany of the family dog.

B Two recently acquired portraits
depict Samuel Kohn and his nephew
Carl Kohn, who both hailed from
Germany and lived in New Orleans
during the 1820s and
1830s. That of Sam-
uel Kohn, a prosper-
ous businessman,
is attributed to
Thomas
Fowler. The por-
trait of Carl Kohn
was painted by Jacques

Trevor

Amans.

B A gift from Kay
and Trent James of 25
pieces of Newcomb

Pottery is a substantial addition to The
Collection’s existing holdings of works
from Newcomb College’s celebrated
program. Covering the years 1901—

39, the group includes the work of

Vase with oaks, moss, and moon

by Sadie Irvine, decorator, and

Jonathan Hunt, potter, 1929
(2006.407.3)

several noteworthy art-
ists, such as Henrietta
Bailey, Anna Frances
Simpson, Alma Flor-
ence Mason, and Sarah
Agnes Estelle Irvine.
B Laura Simon Nel-
son has donated 20
works of Louisiana art
by several of the area’s
celebrated 19th- and
20th-century painters.
Included in the gift
are figure studies, still
lifes, and landscapes by
Alexander ]. Drysdale,
Clementine Hunter, William Aiken
Walker, Andres Molinary, and August
Norieri.

—John H. Lawrence

LiBRARY

For the fourth quarter of 2006
(October—December), there were 23
acquisitions, totaling 1,044 items.
B The library welcomes two signifi-
cant journal donations. Royal Street
antiques dealer David R. Dugas Jr. has
donated an extensive collection of 7he
Magazine Antiques, including a com-
plete run of issues from the year of the
magazine’s founding, 1922,
through 1985, with indexes.
Ralph B. Draughon Jr. of
Auburn, Alabama, has
donated a complete set
of The Alabama Review
dating from 1948 to
2006. Published by the
Alabama Historical Associa-
tion, the Review strength-
ens the library’s resources
supporting the study of
New Orleans and Louisiana
history in a regional context.
B Several acquisitions of rare pam-
phlets broaden the library’s holdings.
Address on the occasion of the centennial
anniversary of the initiation of Wash-



ington into the Masonic
fraternity delivered in
Mechanics Institute,
New Orleans, Novem-
ber 4, 1852, provides a
brief glimpse into the
somewhat anonymous
world of local Masonic
organizations and their
An 1854
pamphlet, 7he second
annual report of the
President and  Direc-
tors of the New Orleans,
Opelousas — and ~ Great
Western,  printed by
the New Orleans Daily
Delta, relates the prog-

ceremonies.

ress of construction
on the railroad line
between Algiers and the

Bayou Lafourche area.
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Lake Charles, Louisiana: “The

Nation’s Newest Port,” produced

by the Lake Charles Association,
1926 (2007.12.2)

B The notion of a usable
past—using one’s own
personal history as meta-
phor and material for
art—was central to Ten-
nessee Williams’s creative
process. In an effort to
support research in the
field of Williams studies,
The Collection contin-
ues to expand its exten-
sive holdings related to
the prolific author. To
that end, the manuscripts
department has acquired
a group of Williams’s
family papers, including
photographs of Edwina
Dakin Williams, Ten-
nessees mother, and
Rose Williams, his sis-

ter, as well as correspon-

The Collection’s copy of
the report is one of only two known
copies; the other is in the holdings of
the Library of Congress. Finally, The
Collection has acquired a colorful
1926 brochure, Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana: “The Nations Newest Port,” pro-
duced by the Lake Charles Association
to promote the city as an ocean-going
port as well as an inviting residential
community.
B The library has acquired a seminal
1846 work, The Literature of American
Local History: a bibliographical essay,
written by Hermann E. Ludewig. An
early bibliographic work, 7he Litera-
ture of American Local History docu-
ments the existence of 18 local history
publications for the state of Louisiana
and four for the city of New Orleans.
—Gerald Patout

MANUSCRIPTS

For the fourth quarter of 2006
(October—December), there were 26
acquisitions, totaling approximately
60 linear feet.

dence written by Rose
Williams prior to and after her
lobotomy. Williams’s relation-
ship with his sister informs many
of his works, perhaps most nota-
bly The Glass Menagerie (1944).
B The manuscripts division has
been assembling a substantial
collection of materials docu-
menting the Federal occupation
of the region during the Civil
War.  The acquisition of the
diary of John A. Lowe, Com-
pany H, Twenty-sixth Maine
Regiment, provides the perspec-
tive of a Union soldier in the
New Orleans area in 1862-63.
Lowe’s entry for December
27, 1862, reads, “We marched
about a mile to the New Orleans
battleground and are now
encamped on the spot where the
English were mowed down by
Old Hickory. The monument
is about 300ft. distant from our
camp. Seven rebel regiments
encamped here before us. They

must have left in a great hurry for they
have left all their tent poles and a great
many of their tents standing. They
built a fine breastwork over a mile long
with a deep ditch full of water. Two
of their dismounted guns are there
and a great many shot and shell are
scattered.”
B DPapers documenting the career
of radio announcer William Elliott
provide an overview of radio in New
Orleans from 1930 through the
1950s. Elliott was an announcer for
WDSU radio throughout the 1930s;
later, following military service dur-
ing World War II, he announced for
WNOE. In the mid-1950s, Elliott
left the radio industry to found an
advertising agency, Elliott and Associ-
ates. Barbara B. Wedemeyer, Elliott’s
widow, has donated the papers docu-
menting his career.

—Mark Cave

Tennessee Williams (right) with his mother, Edwina
(center), and sister, Rose (left) (2006.385)
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CHARLES A. SNYDER ASSUMES

PRrRESIDENCY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

n March 2007, Charles A.
Snyder, a board member of
the Kemper and Leila Williams
Foundation since 1998, was
named president of the founda-
tion. Snyder, a senior partner
with the firm of Milling Benson
Woodward L.L.P, has served as
vice president of the Williams Founda-
tion since 2003. During his nine-year
tenure, Mr. Snyder has initiated The
Collection’s membership program and
has been active in the foundation’s stra-
tegic planning. He has also handled
the negotiations for the foundation’s
major real estate acquisitions and addi-
tions of major collections.
In addition to many professional
affiliations, Mr. Snyder has been an

STAFF

Charles Snyder

active member of the New
Orleans community. He
is past president and mem-
ber emeritus of the board
of commissioners for City
Park and serves on the board

of trustees (presently as a
vice president) of the New
Orleans Museum of Art.

“I am honored to serve as president
of the Kemper and Leila Williams
Foundation,” said Snyder. “The foun-
dation has enjoyed great leadership in
the past, and I hope to continue that
tradition.”

John Kallenborn, board mem-
ber since 2003, has been named vice
president. John E. Walker has become
immediate past president.

In THE COMMUNITY

Pamela D. Arceneaux, chair, Lucy

B. Foote Award committee, Louisiana
Library Association, and recipient,
certificate of appreciation, the

National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution; John Magill,
2007 Individual Achievement in the
Humanities Award from the Louisiana
Endowment for the Humanities; John
H. Lawrence was elected to the board
of the Vieux Carré Property Owners,
Residents & Associates and served

as a curator for the Paris exhibition
Visions of New Orleans sponsored by the
French Ministry of Culture. Pamela
D. Arceneaux, Sue Laudeman, Kathy
Slimp, and Jason Wiese presented a
variety of New Orleans-themed lectures
to passengers aboard Royal Caribbean’s
Grandeur of the Seas.

PuBLICATIONS

John H. Lawrence, Creole Houses:
Traditional Homes of Old Louisiana

(New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2007);
foreword, Clarence John Laughlin: Propher
without Honor by A. J. Meek (Jackson:
University Press of Mississippi, 2007).

CHANGES

Pamela D. Arceneaux, rare books
librarian; Mark Cave, curator of
manuscripts and oral historian; Elizabeth
Elmwood, assistant library cataloger;
Annastasia Griffin, manuscripts
cataloger; Daniel Hammer, reference
assistant; Amie Hubbell, assistant
curator of education and museum
programs; Brian Lavigne, manuscripts
processor; John Magill, curator/
historian; Gerald Patout, head of
research services and curator of library
collections; Rebecca Smith, assistant
curatorial cataloger; Terry Weldon,
head preparator/exhibitions designer;
Warren J. Woods, collections manager/
exhibitions coordinator.

NEW STAFF

Cat Conner, shop sales assistant;
Howard Margot, Vieux Carré Survey
data specialist; Eddy Parker, docent.

VOLUNTEERS

Eugenia Adams, Jacqueline Amar,
Josie Burvant, Undre Gilbert, Cynthia
Harris, Ronnie Hebert, and Dr. Irving
Rosen, docent department.
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PrisciLra LAWRENCE
REecEves Two AwWARDS

n November, Priscilla Lawrence

was honored by CityBusiness as a
2006 Woman of the Year. The annual
award honors 50 women for success in
business and contributions to the New
Orleans community. In January, Mrs.
Lawrence received the prestigious title
of Chevalier in the Order of the Arts
and Letters from the French Minister of
Culture. The award, which is granted
to individuals who have contributed
significantly to furthering the arts in
France and throughout the world,
is given in recognition of the work
of Mrs. Lawrence and The Historic
New Orleans Collection to educate
the public about French heritage in
Louisiana, particularly for the 2003
celebration of the bicentennial of the
Louisiana Purchase.
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Dollop IT
students from -;\-
Edward Hynes *'
Charter School &
participate in a g
sing-a-long

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH UPpATE

Education Department Partners with
Thirteen Schools to Launch Dollop 11

“If we could do this before Katrina,”
former Dollop student Jerry Reese told
The Early Shows Melinda Murphy in
March of 2006, “then, after Katrina,
that’s the perfect time, you know, to
show the world, we're not stopping . . .
nothing’s gonna slow us down.”

“A Dollop of History in Every
Bite,” The Collection’s culinary his-
tory preservation project, is certainly
Thanks to the

enthusiasm of participants like Reese,

not slowing down.

the perseverance of education cura-
tor Sue Laudeman, and the support
of a Save Our History Community
Award of $10,000 presented by The
History Channel and underwritten
by Lowe’s Companies, The Collec-
tion launched Dollop II this spring.
The project has expanded in size and
scope. Approximately 1,500 students
from the following Orleans and Jef-
ferson Parish public schools partici-
pated: Warren Easton High School,
Audubon Charter School, Benjamin
Franklin High School, Edward Hynes
Charter School, McDonogh 35 High

School, Rabouin High School, S. J.
Green Charter School, Alfred Bon-
nabel High School, Gretna Middle
School, Riverdale High School, John J.
Martyn Transitional =~ School, and
Joseph S. Clark High School.

Throughout Dollop I's  four
phases—Creole immersion, journal
keeping, community interviews, and
culinary field trips—students assessed
the state of traditional culinary cul-
ture in New Orleans and raised local
awareness of its importance. Dollop II
included the same phases but shifted
the focus from evaluation to pres-
ervation.

Highlighting the importance of
the students’ work, Reese’s mother,
Paula Byers-Reese, described his
Dollop I video to Melinda Murphy:
“It was like a piece of history. And
really, all of our pictures are gone. And
we were able to get a copy of that vid-
eotape and it’s part of our family now.”
The Collection thanks the participat-
ing teachers for making this ongoing
work possible.
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ON ViEw THROUGH NOVEMBER 17

With a smorgasbord of images and artifacts, Whars Cooking in New Orleans?

surveys the types of food associated with New Orleans; examines the emergence

of the nation’s first regional cuisine; and explores the city’s markets, kitchens, and

world-renowned restaurants. The exhibition is free and open to the public and

continues on view through November 17.

THE SHOP

HanD-CARVED
Duck DEecoys

In anticipation of the upcoming
exhibition Birds of a Feather:
Generations of Louisiana Decoy
Carvers, opening October 9 at the
Williams Research Center, the Shop
offers a selection of hand-carved
decoys by artist Cal Kingsmill. Cal’s
decoys are carved in the traditional
Cajun style from cypress root and
tupelo gum that is harvested in
the swamps of Louisiana. He has
been carving decoys for over 30
years. The completely hand-carved
and painted working decoys are

collector’s quality. The decoys range
in price from $300 to $325.

WaAT’s COOKING
IN YOUR KITCHEN?

Preserve your recipes in the “What's
Cooking?” recipe book ($19.99),
created by local stationery designer
Alexa Pulitzer, or the recipe box
($99.99) made by Bergeron Wood-

works.

Please call (504) 598-7147 to order

these items.
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A1 THE COLLECTION AND BEYOND

The Historic New Orleans Collection was again the site for th
master classes and the Friday evening reception of the Tennessee
Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival. Among the literary
presenters, pictured above, were Barry Gifford, Michael Tidwell,
and Yusef Komunyakaa.
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In conjunction with the exhibition Four Hundred Years of French Presence in
Louisiana, the Minister of Culture and Communication of France presented a
model of the French Quarter as it would have appeared in about 1915 to the people
of New Orleans. Built in 1962 by French artists and jazz enthusiasts Pierre Atlan
and Pierre Merlin, the large model depicts the look and character of the French
Quarter when it was still a thriving residential area, as well as Storyville and the
city’s rail lines. The model, which is currently on display at the Louisiana Supreme
Court Museum (400 Royal Street), was unveiled during the March 2 festivities by
Pauline and Emmanuelle Atlan, the daughters of model maker Pierre Atlan. They
are pictured above pouring Mississippi River water into the model’s river.
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Poppy Tooker and Sally
K. Reeves

On Saturday, January 16, The Collection
hosted the twelfth annual Williams Research
Center Symposium, Food for Thought, ar the
Wyndham Hotel ar Canal Place. Over 300 food
lovers participated in the daylong event, which

Jfeatured presentations by a roll call of culinary
experts. Pictured above are Tom Fitzmorris, Jan
Longone, John H. Lawrence, and Jessica Harris.
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1o kick off the groundbreaking exhibition from the Bibliothéque nationale de
France, The Collection presented a press conference and luncheon on March

2 with several noteworthy guests of honor including Renaud Donnedieu de
Vabres, Minister of Culture and Communication of France, Isabelle Nathan of
the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jacqueline Sanson of the Bibliothéque
nationale de France, and Councilman-at-Large Arnie Fielkow of the New
Orleans City Council. Above, Charles Snyder toasts Renaud Donnedieu de
Vabres at the luncheon at Antoines.

Nonprofit
Organization






