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John G. Turner and Jerry G. Fischer

hey love the food, music, and
history of New Orleans. Both
grew up west of the citcy—John

in Baton Rouge, Jerry in lota and later
Baton Rouge—but childhood trips for
Mardi Gras, college years at Tulane, early
careers in the hotel and law industries
brought them to New Orleans. During
their time here, each formed an affinity
for the city’s distinctive culture. And
now, although well established in Baton
Rouge, they look to New Orleans—and
The Historic New Orleans Collection
in particular—as the beneficiary of their
philanthropic support.

“New Orleans has always felt like
home to us,” says Jerry. “And for those
who appreciate history, culture, and
architecture, like we do, New Orleans
certainly has a different presence than any
other place.” John and Jerry are aware
of the important role that The Collection
plays in preserving these aspects of New
Orleans and the Louisiana region as a
whole. “The founders of The Collection
realized the significance and importance
of preserving and retaining our histori-
cal artifacts,” says Jerry. “If they weren
fulfilling this role, what would have hap-
pened? All of the artifacts would have
been scattered to the four corners of
the earth. Because of the foresight of
Kemper and Leila Williams, the hold-
ings of The Collection are now of such
tremendous value to our state and to the
history of the United States.”

The love of history was instilled
in each of them at a young age. John’s
parents, Bert and Sue, were ardent

preservationists. Both served on the board
of the Louisiana State Museum and Sue
on the board of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. They were instru-
mental in preserving Magnolia Mound
Plantation, where John now volunteers as
an open-hearth cook. As a young boy,
Jerry took an interest in the Civil War
and later earned an undergraduate degree
in history before continuing on to law
school.  His interests have now turned
to genealogy, and he is looking forward
to utilizing the Williams Research Center
to research his great-grandmother, who
hailed from New Orleans.

Over the past 13 years, John and Jerry
have completely renovated their home in
Baton Rouge’s Garden District, adding
a few New Orleans touches, including a
driveway made of stones from Tchoupi-
toulas Street. Jerry is retired from his
legal career, and John runs a travel agency.
They both love to travel, which they have
done quite extensively. They ardently
enjoy opera and have subscribed to the
New Orleans Opera, as well as the Hous-
ton and Santa Fe operas, for years. They
also support the Preservation Resource
Center and the Audubon Institute. John
and Jerry were the first members of The
Collection’s Bienville Circle and invite
you to join them as members of this spe-
cial group, which offers a host of benefis,
including free admission to all lectures
and conferences; an annual gala evening;
and a private luncheon with the execu-
tive director. They are looking forward
to taking advantage of all that the institu-
tion has to offer for years to come.

The Collection
Needs You

The Historic New Orleans Collection
offers a variety of volunteer opportuni-
ties. If you are interested in filling any
of the following volunteer positions at
The Collection, please contact Molly
St. Paul, volunteer coordinator, at (504)
598-7139 or docvol@hnoc.org.

Docent Department:

o Weekly Volunteers: Volunteer one-
half day a week with the docent depart-
ment. Duties include staffing the
Williams Gallery and giving tours of
the Williams Residence and History
Galleries. Morning shifts are from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; afternoon shifts are
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

o THNOC Emissaries: Bring infor-
mation packets and rack cards to
hotels, restaurants, and other public
places. This is a good opportunity for
those who cannot commit to a long-
term project or a set weekly position.

* Special Exhibition Volunteers: The
Collection periodically presents large-
scale exhibitions requiring additional
staffing. These volunteers commit
to a schedule for the duration of the
exhibition.

* Special Events Volunteers: Welcome
the public and staff the exhibitions
during evening lectures and events.

Curatorial Department: Assist curators
and photographers with filing, sorting,
computer entry, inventory, and other
needs.

Education Department: Make pre-
sentations in schools and assist with
exhibition-specific programs.
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THE COLLECTION
RECEIVES ARTS
CouNCIL AWARD

HAVE You CONSIDERED A PLANNED GIFT?

To better serve the community, The Historic New Orleans Collection is pleased
to offer the following planned giving materials free of charge:

Giving Through Life Insurance

Giving Through Charitable Remainder Trusts
Giving Through Your Will

Giving Securities

Giving Real Estate

Giving Through Retirement Plans

¢ Giving Through Gift Annuities

The Historic New Orleans Collection
is honored to be one of six recipients
of the 2008 Community Arts Awards,
presented by the Arts Council of New
Orleans.
Friday, May 9, the awards were granted

Bestowed at a luncheon on

“in celebration of the creative spirit of
New Orleans and to honor those indi-
viduals and organizations making out-

To receive materials or for more information about planned giving, please call
the development department, (504) 598-7109.

standing contributions to the arts and
culture in our community.” Offered
since 1977, the Community Arts Awards
are given to individual artists, arts

All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence and without obligation.
The Historic New Orleans Collection does not offer legal or tax advice. We
encourage you to consult your legal and financial advisors for structuring a gift
plan that achieves your giving intentions and meets your particular financial

circumstances. patrons, volunteers, non-profit cultural

organizations, and corporate patrons.
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Be a Part of Louisiana’s Future by Helping to Preserve Its Past...
BecoME A MEMBER OF THE Historic NEw ORLEANS COLLECTION
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Membership has its benefits...
In addition to preserving Louisiana’s
past, your membership confers valuable
benefits, including:
o Subscription to The Collection’s
donor newsletter

Your generous support funds research, educational outreach, award-winning publications,
and internationally renowned exhibitions.

FOUNDER $35
Full membership privileges,
as outlined

LAUSSAT SOCIETY ~ $1,000
Full membership privileges;
special gift; private, guided
tours of The Collection;
free admission to all evening
lectures presented by The
Collection; special Laussat
Society receptions and

Membership—at all levels—
carries benefits for the entire
household: a single individual
or a couple, along with any
children under age 18. For
more information, please visit
our website at www.hnoc.org or
call the office of development at

MERIEULT SOCIETY $I00
Full membership privileges;
special gift

o q
* 10% Shop discount MAHALIA SOCIETY $250

Unlimited guided tours of the
history galleries, Williams Resi-
dence, the architecture of THNOC’s
buildings and courtyards, and cur-
rent exhibitions (during regular
business hours)

Admission to the Concerts in the
Courtyard series

Members-only trips, events, and
exhibition previews

Recognition on The Collection’s
donor wall

Full membership privileges;
special gift; private, guided
tours of The Collection

JACKSON SOCIETY ~$500
Full membership privileges;
special gift; private, guided
tours of The Collection;
free admission to all evening
lectures presented by The
Collection

tours; annual gala evening

BIENVILLE CIRCLE $5,000
Full membership privileges;
special gift; private, guided
tours of The Collection;
free admission to all lectures
and conferences presented
by The Collection; special
member receptions and
tours; annual gala evening;
private luncheon with the
executive director

Tae Historic NEw ORLEANS COLLECTION QUARTERLY 15

(504) 598-7109. All inquiries
are confidential and without
obligation.




ACQUISITIONS

Tue Historic New
ORLEANS COLLECTION
encourages research in the
Williams Research Center
at 410 Chartres Street from
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday

(except holidays). Cataloged materials
available to researchers include books,
manuscripts, paintings, prints, draw-
ings, maps, photographs, and artifacts
about the history and culture of New
Orleans, Louisiana, and the Gulf South.
Each year The Collection adds thou-
sands of items to its holdings. Though
only selected gifts are mentioned here,
the importance of all gifts cannot be
overstated. Prospective donors are
invited to contact the authors of the

acquisitions columns.

LiBRARY

For the fourth quarter of 2007 (October—
December), there were 35 acquisitions,
totaling 138 items.

B On Sunday, June 15, 1851, David
Dorr, a New Orleans-born slave about
23 or 24 years old, arrived in Liverpool
with his master, Cornelius Fellowes,
on the first stop of a three-year tour of
Europe and the Near East. When he
later published an account of his remark-
able travels, Dorr identified himself on
the title page only as “A Quadroon.”

He begins A Colored Man Round the
World with a dedication “To My Slave
Mother” and a preface in which he states
that his master “treated me as his own
son.” Although Fellowes promised more
than once to free Dorr upon their return
to New Orleans, he ultimately refused to
do so. Dorr eventually escaped to Cleve-
land where he worked as a clerk and in
1858 published this lively account of
his travels. Although traveling with
Fellowes, Dorr personally experienced
many of the places that they visited,
allowing for first-person descriptions.
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In London, he saw Queen Victoria
riding in Hyde Park. In Paris, he
visited Notre Dame and the National
Assembly, attended public balls, enjoyed
the cafés, and recognized other New
Otrleanians visiting the city. He describes
hiring a carriage to travel on his own
from Geneva, where he toured watch
factories, to Bern, Switzerland. He is
in Baden Baden, Germany, “the spici-
est gambling place in Europe,” when
the Prince of Prussia breaks the bank
He visits Amsterdam,
Rome, Naples, Constantinople, Athens,
Venice, Verona, Florence, Cairo, Jerusa-

at the casino.

lem, and Damascus, and returns to Paris
several times during the tour. The book
is a significant work of African Ameri-
can literature.

B Hopkins' New-Orleans 5 Cent Song-
Book is a small, illustrated booklet of
lyrics from songs popular in the city
during the early Civil War. Wrapped
in dark blue paper, the issue bears no
imprint or date. However, it is attrib-
uted to a local printer, John Hopkins,
whose establishment was near the cor-
ner of First and Tchoupitoulas streets
in the Fourth District. It is presumed
to have been published in 1861, when
another song book with the same tidle
and a slightly different song list was also
published and wrapped in yellow paper.
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LIXCOLY GOING T CAANAN:

At Pepsasola landing the south bas mado a stamding,
To rosist an invasion they'ee Fng—

Lot Lincoln anil his might come and give ua a fittls

fight.
And v;‘:"“ send ‘em o the Happy Land of Canaan,

Songs in the Hopkins volume include
“The Mason’s Farewell,” “God Save the
South” (to the tune of “God Save the
Queen”), “Lincoln Going to Canaan,”
“The Merry Little Soldier,” and “Wait
for the Wagon.” The wrapper features
advertisements for C. H. Miller Con-
fectionaries, P. W. Wood Books and Sta-
tionery, Mrs. C. Magee’s Variety Store,

the Jackson Hall Beer Saloon, and John
Hopkins, Printer.
[l Abraham Bishop (1763-1844), a
Connecticut politician and ardent sup-
porter of Thomas Jefferson, published a
pamphlet entitled Oration, In Honor of
the Election of President Jefferson, and the
Peaceable Acquisition of Louisiana, Deliv-
ered ar the National Festival in Hartford,
On the 11" of May, 1804. As a Repub-
lican in Connecticut, a predominately
Federalist area, Bishop was seen as a radi-
cal and his outspoken views were unpop-
ular. Over protests from local merchants,
President Jefferson rewarded Bishop with
an appointment as collector for the port
of New Haven in 1803, a post he retained
until removed by President Jackson in
1829. In the pamphlet, Bishop writes of
the Louisiana Purchase, “Possession has
been given us, government is established
and the flag of the United States has been
displayed at New-Orleans in the midst of
acclamations by a people, who for the first
time, since the settlement of that country,
could be embraced as the free citizens of a
republic.”

—Pamela D. Arceneaux

MANUSCRIPTS

For the fourth quarter 0of 2007 (October—
December), there were 28 acquisitions,
totaling approximately 13 linear feet.

B The folklore surrounding the priva-
teer Jean Lafitte, frequently capitalized
on by the tourist trade, has become an
important element of the region’s iden-
tity. A recently acquired letter addresses
the legend of Lafitte’s treasure. Written
by Confederate general P G. T. Beauregard
to C. W. Derry of Leadville, Colorado, on
January 2, 1888, the letter is a response
to Derry’s earlier query about the where-
abouts of Lafitte’s treasure. Beauregard
replies: “Lafitte was too shrewd a man to
leave any ‘treasure’ about Barrataria Bay
or Galveston. He was allowed ample
time by authorities, to leave both places
with whatever property he had. More-
over he had many influential friends in
New Orleans who could have taken good



care of his ‘treasure’ if he had any. When
I made the survey of Barrataria Bay and
Harbor they were still there, on Grand
Isle three of Lafitte’s crew, who appeared
to be good, quiet people. I often saw
them and conversed with them, but I
never heard them say anything about
concealed ‘treasure.”
I The recent Sugar Bowl exhibition has
elicited numerous donations. Ms. Cath-
erine Weinstein donated an interesting
letter dated January 7, 1934. The let-
ter from Judge T. Semmes Renlett to
eventual Sugar Bowl president Joseph
M. Cousins was written one year before
the first Sugar Bowl. “You have been to
California—you saw Tulane in the 1932
Rose Bowl game—you know the remark-
able advantages from a publicity stand-
point, the attraction of tourists, visitors,
etc., such a game is to any State, County,
or City, but do not also overlook that the
Tournament of Roses parade is in itself
a great attraction to thousands of visitors
in addition to the game.” Mr. Renlett
goes on to describe in detail a proposed
Sugar Bowl parade. A parade did exist
for a short period in the 1970s, but it
is worth noting that the idea originated
with the bowl’s conception.
B The antebellum period in New
Orleans was an era of unprecedented
economic growth. During this time, the
city emerged as the unchallenged mer-
cantile center of the South and a criti-
cal player in the emerging global cotton
economy of the 19th century. A collec-
tion of letters from businessmen in New
Orleans sheds light on this dynamic
business climate. The letters concern
shipping, coffee, insurance, lumber, and,
most prominently, cotton. Some of the
letters are written on the reverse side of
printed issues of the Merchants Tran-
scriptand the New Orleans Price Current.
The letters are primarily addressed to
locations in Maine, Massachusetts, New
York, and New Jersey, demonstrating the
close economic ties that existed between
New Orleans and the northeastern states
during the antebellum period.

—Mark Cave

Dockworkers by Rolland Golden, 1960 (2008.66)

CURATORIAL

For the fourth quarter of 2007 (October—
December), there were 38 acquisitions,
totaling 2,105 items.

[ [llinois native Morris Henry Hobbs
(1892-1967)—a printmaker, drafts-
man, and watercolorist—made hun-
dreds of views of New Otrleans during
the mid-20th century. In addition to
the dozens of Hobbss etchings and
drawings collected by THNOC found-
ers Kemper and Leila Williams, The
Collection has tools that Hobbs used in
making his copper-etching plates. The
artist produced his graphic works on
presses of varying sizes, ranging from
one that fits in a shoebox to another that
occupies the footprint of a compact car.
A press of medium size that was used by
the artist is the recent gift of Mrs. Reed
Isbell-Hobbs.

B New Orleans artist Rolland Golden
is a careful observer of the world
around him. For several decades, he has
depicted architecture, landscapes, and
the activities of people in different set-
tings. A recently acquired early work
from 1960 presents a view of dock work-
ers on the New Orleans waterfront. The
gouache painting’s technique prefig-
ures the opaque color areas of Golden’s
mature style, while other elements in
the work—modulation within the col-
ors and sinuous outlines—tie it to the
regionalism of John McCrady, Golden’s
art teacher.

B New Oirleans’s culinary history is
embodied in many different objects—
cookbooks, menus, tableware, and pho-
tographs. The blue-and-white enameled
marquee for Maylié & Esparbé Café, a
recent gift of Mrs. Robert Nolan Bruce
Jr., is another symbol of the city’s
distinct food culture. The Poydras Street
establishment initially served individuals
working in the Poydras Market across
the street. The restaurant soon became
an icon of New Orleans’s cuisine, famous
for a table d’hote menu of iconic Creole
dishes. Maylié’s closed in 1986. The
marquee joins menus and photographs
of this New Orleans landmark in the
holdings of The Collection.
I Sydney ]. Besthoff III has donated
three items pertaining to Louisiana
attorney Judah P Benjamin. Two por-
traits depict Benjamin at very different
moments in his life: an 1850s portrait
engraved during Benjamin’s service as
a United States senator from Louisi-
ana (1853-1861) and an 1883 portrait
depicting Benjamin dressed in the robes
and wig typical of his station as a member
of the British legal community. After the
end of the Civil War, Benjamin, who held
cabinet posts in the Confederacy, settled
in Great Britain, where he was admitted
to the bar in 1866. He practiced law in
that country until 1883, when he retired
to Paris where he died the following year.
Accompanying the two portraits is a note
signed by Benjamin referring to the pay-
ment of a debt.

—John H. Lawrence
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Epvcarional QurrReacH Uppare

n Saturday, March 8, The
Collection participated in
Ecole Bilingue de la
Nouvelle-Orléans’s Féte
Frangaise. This year’s féte, titled Vive Les
Aprts, celebrated Francophone art from

annual

around the world with demonstrations,
food, and children’s
activities. Proceeds from the féte will
support the French-accredited Ecole
Bilingue, a French immersion school.

entertainment,

The education department pre-
sented activities focused on the
19th-century French portraitist Jean-
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Celebrating the Art of French Portraiture

Joseph Vaudechamp, whose biogra-
phy was published by The Collection
in June 2007. In addition to receiv-
ing information about the artist,
participants posed in reproductions
of two of Vaudechamp’s portraits
(William Charles Cole Claiborne II
and Madame Eugéne Fortier II), drew
self-portraits on framed paper, and
created works with finger paints.
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Staff members Anna Hilderbrands and Becky Smith (far left and right) assisted curator of education
Sue Laudeman (standing center left with board member Alexandra Stafford) with the program.

STAFF

IN THE COMMUNITY

John H. Lawrence, panelist, Tennessee
Williams/New Orleans Literary
Festival.

CHANGES

Pamela D. Arceneaux, senior
librarian/rare books curator; Carol
Bartels, director of systems; Melissa
Carrier, assistant photographer; Anna
Hilderbrandst, assistant registrar;
Howard Margot, land records
cataloguer; Eddy Parker, education
assistant/docent; Chuck Patch, systems
consultant; Doug Stallmer, assistant
registrar/preparator; Steve Sweet,
manager of internet and interactive
development.

'VOLUNTEERS

Mary Ross Berridge, Angela Diez,
Hailey Donahue, Toby Garrett,
Virginia Legaie, Robert and Tia
Perry, Diane Plauché, and Nancy
Pomiechowski, docent department.

INTERNS

Four interns from Tulane University’s
history department are working on

the Vieux Carré Survey digitization
project: Lindsey Cantwell and Kristen
Condatta from the graduate program
and Daniel Ehlers and Jessica
Gauthier from the undergraduate
school.



Surrounded l)y Water:
New Orleans, the
Mississippi River,

and Lake Pontchartrain

ON VIEW THROUGH

SEPTEMBER 20

he city of New Orleans owes its
existence—and its economic viabil-
ity—to its location near the mouth

of the Mississippi. Lake Pontchartrain to the
north and the Gulf of Mexico to the south
further enhance the city’s stature as a hub
Surrounded
by Water, currently on view in the Williams
Gallery, offers a wide-ranging view of the
city’s environmental history. Maps, photo-
graphs, and memorabilia document centu-

of travel, trade, and recreation.

ries of dependence on, and modifications of,
our watery environs. The exhibition cel-
ebrates the human spiric—the industry and
the artistry—that allows us to be borne, and
continually reborn, upon the water. Free and
open to the public, Surrounded by Water is on
view Tuesday—Saturday, 9:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, 10:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m., at 533
Royal Street.

THE 22ND ANNUAL
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS/
NEwW ORLEANS
LITERARY FESTIVAL

Authors, agents, editors,
scholars, and literature-lovers filled
the rooms and courtyards of The
Historic New Orleans Collection
for the 22nd annual Tennessee
Williams Festival. Site of the master
classes, the scholars’ conference, and
the Friday evening reception, The
Collection bustled with activity
March 26 through March 30.

actors,

Stephanie Elizondo Griest and
Al Young

THE SHOP

In conjunction with Surrounded by
Water, the Shop has produced a print
of a ca. 1850 hand-colored lithograph
featured in the exhibition. Titled 7he
Balize Near the Passes of the Mississippi
leading to New Orleans, the lithograph
by Edward Everard Arnold depicts
a variety of vessels and highlights the
transition in nautical technology from
sail to steam. The print sells for $30.

In response to popular demand,
the Shop is now selling the 30-minute
Surrounded by Water documentary pro-
duced by Walter Williams. The DVD
sells for $10.

A note card and magnet featur-
ing a recently acquired photograph of
Tennessee Williams with his mother,
Edwina, and sister, Rose, were pro-
duced just in time for the 22nd annual
Tennessee Williams/New Orleans
Literary Festival. The note card sells
for $4.90, the magnet for $5.70.

Please visit www.hnoc.org or call

(504) 598-7147 to order these items.

Michael P Smith and Karen Snyder Rex Reed and Jackie Clarkson
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On February 9, seven speakers discussed the Mississippi River and its role in
establishing and defining New Orleans at the 13th annual Williams Research
Center Symposium, The Mississippi River: Artery of Commerce and Culture.
Jerry Enzler (far left) moderated the symposium, while Andrew Walker, Peter
Kastor, and Andrew McMichael (left to right) presented talks in the morning.

On Wednesday, February 13, The Collection and the Louisiana
Philharmonic Orchestra presented their second annual collaborative
concert, “Music of the Mississippi,” at the St. Louis Cathedral. A

Following the symposium, registrants and speakers enjoyed a two-hour cruise on record-breaking audience turned out for the musical voyage down the

the Steamboat Natchez. Mississippi, featuring composers and pieces inspired by the mighty river,
with Mark Twain, played by local favorite mikko, as the evening’s
narrator.
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